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The former 18th Etur Regiment no longer exists* Special companies 
consisting of young troops are now stationed in the barracks of the former 
regiment* These troops are trained and later assigned to other military 
units and new trainees take their place* The replacements of new troops 
are sometimes partial or complete* 

The commander of one engineer company is Major Radiehev. a Communist 
from TurnoVo® He Is a good officer but doesn* threat his troops w®H p a 
former partisan^ and in 1950 he was sent for specialisation probably to 
the USSR, The political commander is Captain fytjkyr- about 35 years ©Xd p 
& specialist in nine laying / military mine wcrky * During 1950 he was 
sent to Mcoehllgradp but returned to Tumor© to train young troops 0 
Radichev was commander of a special recoonaisance or intelligence company 
for student officers in Burgas during 1951o 


platoons and consists of 80 troops 0 Each ®ampaxij has Si 
Mannlicher rifles^ Soviet submachine guns of 72 rounds ^ Mg-34 light 
machix© guns and Maksim Sokolov heavy machine guns* training mines 9 T-34 
antitank mines, tank miae-42^ antitroop mine F-35? and a vehicle mine 
/ the word mina ©an both be a mine or a hand grenade^® Troops are 
acquainted with all tapes of antipersonnel mines or grenades and all 
types of explosives as well as with their effects* Troops are taught 
how to lay mine fields and how to destroy them* 

In the barracks area there are buildings for engineer companies* motor 
ccapanies^mchine gun companies 9 antitank eonpanlesp weapons 9 dumps 9 a 
modern bakery 9 and equipment storehouses* There is a non-commissioned offi- 
cers « infantry school* Here frontier troop students for twttf-commissioned 
officer cadre are assigned to several companies 0 After being trained, 
commanding groups are sent to various units* The training of young 
soldiers lasts up to six months® 

The first frontier podelenie Iskstr barracks In Malko Turnovo are located 
at the end of the city near the highway which goes to Loasengr ad * The 
headquarters of the podelanie is located there / Losengrad The 

barracks house more titan 200 old soldiers as well as four Companies of young 
soldiers or trainees* Lbtil 1950 the commander of the podelenie was 
Coloaial Ijuaatfx but he was discharged and lunrtamad bv Mater feriflt ow„ 
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B» is 52c, from Taabel, an active Ce«s*a»i»t who emigrated to the USSR 
dsrlsuz 1923. 1* Khrists MoaSX- ’i« in charge of the reeonnaiBsatMe or 
intaliigeaee section. He is a Csanunist, shoot 40 years old «1« 
faraaroartisan. The old soldiers in tbs pedelenie are separated from 
tbs young ones , imnaitien 1# given t® the eld soldiers while the 
young ones are being trained. 

Few of tbs coopanies with ywuag troops are Infantry waits. The pedeleale 
is equipped with light Mfc42 and HO=>34nsa«1iine guns , heavy tokaim Sokolov machine 
guns, Soviet fxibmacMue guru* with 72 reunftSj carbines, hand grenades. 

The aid eeldiars ara divided as fallows* 20 machine gunners, 20 
angineo’S, SOmyrrtar men, 30-15 drivers, three te five keepers «t 
military don, 1© telephone operators, 3® telegraph operators. Also 
frontier trsaps are hare, nwtiy thoee wto have been punished at their 
duty pieces. They ere assigned to the padalenle tme work and discipline. 

The entire area surrounding the barracks of the podalenia has trenches 
whioh are 100 a free the barracks. The nain trenches are eenaedrtsd 
with the barracks by naans of nndergrtwnd tranehna. The apen trendies 
are fer firing end are ,30 a wide se that tw® eeldiars aay pass eaeh 
other comfortably while walking in oppesite dlreertieae. Secret 
nassages in the tacnche® are dug frea inside. The trends# are 
eens^atly maintained in goad shape and in readiness, lh the barracks 
area there is a "i** storage depot, located on the left angle of the 
barracks facing the frontier, leather aine storage depet or dm# is 
Xa cat ad on die right of the Balk® Turner® Burgas read. 

The Malic® TtoOTOr-Ifesengrad road is ained with antitank nines whidi are 
300 a: frea the frontier. The barracks of the sector are near the city, 
om air ka frea the frontier, 0a the ground they a re further a^y froa 
the frontier became the terrain ie hilly. All bridges on the Mall» 
Turaave-Borgas aaf l&lkc Tbrnevc-Icwengrad roads ars so prepared that 
they can be blown up. 0a the highway to the frontier at iaaeeessi le 
places, on the sides of the reed itself there are little holes Into 
which at a given moment explosive# can be placed. Rocks can be blown 
Up so that they fall aa the highway as antitank obstacles. 

The pedeleale is armed with the sane weapons aa the tesomdatura, which 
is at the headquarters of the pedelomie. The following komnaadaturas 
are in this frontier sector? The kaeoantetwra in Malk® Turner®, In 

in in Bala Tmz tea /pi$7 • The Kommandatura in Malko Tuxnovo 

ie located 5a tfe® barracks of the hea^qvsarters «f the p®d®Xmie c It 
has 200 eld soldiers asd four iafaatary c^apsales with j&m g seMiers^ 
probably re^ruit-s. Senior l»t fi &syghg y is the coMiasder of the 
fcemaandatura, about 45 years old, very exacting and severe both as a _ 

■en and as an officer, Sr U Gesgg Lr g is a p^litiml coonsnder. to is 
about 30 years m &es £z<m lx>br uja and treats the soldiers badly « 

The kaiaandatara has may meter sergeants (star shins - seltsebelj aafl 
^&her saos^comissimed efMeers whs are 5a charge of special grwps 
s«Ch as machine gun and nartar groups. The koanandatura has 30 hapjy 
Maksin SokoJtsr naebins guns, and about 15 light Kh~34 aaobirc g um . mm 
ins aMs,rs-:Xi. ?ta?*tCLs er a Soviet carbine, There are several 
carbines and rifles in reserve. The keunandatura has fear sorters, one 
radie station, telephone apparatus, hsnd grenades, nines, three well” 
trained doga for -im against Illegal border orosscra. 

There sr* four frontier posts (grsaichai past). Each pest has * 
nans, a eeuaaader and deputy eonssader, whe are usually junior ll eutenan 
ar senior lieutenants but can alee be nastor sorgeaats or ether noe-ooBM. 

Eaeh post has 40-30 seldfars. A frontier soldier (granichsn veynlk) has 
the fallowing weapons* A rifle or aa aatnoati® weapon, two hand grenades, 
one tad red cartridges, a telescope er binoculars, ate, Ifccntiar troops 
are allowed te have oa their .persons rockats, signal devices, in ease or 
emergency. They ale# have telepiraea to keep a«Uot with tbs pest and 
with the sastava. 


11 . 


Burins 1951 trudovaks began to build fortifications around the posts 
at the border. These are mainly bunker a with a diameter of eight i ■***£■ 
fitted with six te 10 holes for shooting. The pests are conaectuS with 
the bunkers by aeaas ef an underground secret passage. Bach pest isin 
eharre of the area up ta 10 km from the border, depending on the terrain 
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i# may ®f the pests * as it is around the past whish 

i* just helm Matt© Tmmmmo Hot® tb® barbod wiar® is la t£v* Tmm 9 
tefe ' *fe mummBlblM p2»®©9<* 

12 . Zb® kamaffliattira la Xsstl is 25 to fton Mali® tow, ® «* 

HezoTO and 20 to fren the border. Tb& kaamui^tera. is g ©idlers 

barracks built during 1951 at «ba eto rf the *lHf**° Ik bas 200 settlors, 
armed Hk® th® ether teaBBaadaturas la th® Malta Turasire area. Tb 
limits of this taaaoaadatBra begto at Matte Turacro and 
Be*®ro. At Beasro the Burgas eeffisor begins. This k*«aadatiH-a baa f«ur 
t® fire frontier pests m th# frantler Ha® itself® There are a© 
ptputoted ptoses here,. Minefields are la certain ptoses as us 
barbed wlr® but it cams* be stated saeastly where, 

tv the tonaaadatura la ZnaArts is 20 to from Matt® Turn®*® toward* the 
interior of Bulgaria aad eight to firoa the frontier. The kighway 
ifeiw Tmmtm « Bmgm gm& bi&mgh th® tcwa «f Zves&ts* IB® kMnaawa 
Is th® ssm si*® as tte pr«iri©as fcam^ataraau It has iwr bari^ks 
8X& there are also barracks far tte trala&iag ©f rasraitSo 
whieh life ia these barracks werk a© f«rt£f&Mtio© of the £rm%i®? 9 but 
there are alee labor tresps Clxu&OTRk#) who work along the entire 
trmtlm' seetor <sf Malke tew*. Shis kaamua&tura baa fair frimtier 
p©sts - eae s©ath ®f Zyeadeta , a aMflted « the right @f sevezdata* the 
third Belifreat^ auaefc the fesseth sroth of QnaHbme* Tl^ hilla 

between Gramishar mad Better*® ar® sailed Gelyassa Me® bits, Minefields 
are told on these hills with S-35 antipersonnel ®toe#» At ether 
a@@®ssible points within the toaaajadatiara area are barbed wire networks. 

14. The koanasadat ara la Bela Tmrkm is tha farthest in Matt® torn®*®. Bela 
Teurkaa is 30 to trm. the frontier. This ksanasdatura reseshles all the 
ethers ®s»t tossed preiieusly. 


15» A special ttoe «f treeps ©ailed Ghekisti ar® along the frantler. ®J* 

battalion c onsis ting of three ea^janies is stationed now in Betogradchik, 
where the se®sd frontier sector Cgrtfiiehen sekfcor) is now 

stationed * This second graniehsfe sector has been renamed ©fcryad. These 
tr@®ps (the ©hakisti) ar® here for security purposes along the frontier 
nod la the Interior «T Bulgaria. They are under th® administration of 
th® Ministry of Ulterior (Stats Seswrity) . Their unif eras ar* green and 
@aps baf® pipings Tfe© ^hak3La*fca hftf® 

•men® of the" people" and the®® who hide them. They are always armed 
with pistol# tat during their duty hour# they haw® antenati® weapons, 
hasid gr«aad ms 9 rockets s and blnossalarso 
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16. Special totar te6«p» along the tardea? ©lean up th® terrain anrewsd the 
frontier lines ef f®r«st« 9 stamps p and other road, obstacles. This is 
to &£&&& abfrUSfely clear visiois to tha frontier area. These 

labor trswtpe are not per aaaa ntly stationed hare. They resale* their suppHes 
from the kamaandaturas er poietonies in which they work at the time. 


- end - 
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